Adult Christian Education 		Session 16: 8 theological questions, question 5
Study on Ezekiel		Sept 12th, 2010
Theological question 5:
God is merciful and love, surely he will not destroy Jerusalem?
God’s answer, part 3 (chapter 17)
 (
Israel’s unfaithfulness, God faithfulness
)
	Parable
	Interpretation

	17 	And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 
2	“Son of man, pose a riddle, and speak a parable to the house of Israel, 
 
	11 	Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 
12 	“Say now to the rebellious house: ‘Do you not know what these things mean?’ 


	3 	and say, 
		Tell them,

	 	‘Thus says the Lord GOD: 
     	“A great eagle with large wings and long pinions, 
     	Full of feathers of various colors, 
     	Came to Lebanon 
     	And took from the cedar the highest branch. 
		‘Indeed the king of Babylon

	4   	He cropped off its topmost young twig 
     	And carried it to a land of trade; 
     	He set it in a city of merchants. 
		went to Jerusalem and took its king and princes, and led them with him to Babylon.

	5   	Then he took some of the seed of the land 
     	And planted it in a fertile field; 
     	He placed it by abundant waters 
     	And set it like a willow tree. 
	13 	And he took the king’s offspring, made a covenant with him, and put him under oath. He also took away the mighty of the land,

	6   	And it grew and became a spreading vine of low stature; 
     	Its branches turned toward him, 
     	But its roots were under it. 
     	So it became a vine, 
     	Brought forth branches, 
     	And put forth shoots. 
	14 	that the kingdom might be brought low and not lift itself up, but that by keeping his covenant it might stand.

	7    	“But there was another great eagle with large wings and many feathers; 
     	And behold, this vine bent its roots toward him, 
     	And stretched its branches toward him, 
     	From the garden terrace where it had been planted, 
     	That he might water it. 
	

15 	But he rebelled against him by sending his ambassadors to Egypt, 



	that they might give him horses and many people. 


	8    	It was planted in good soil by many waters, 
     	To bring forth branches, bear fruit, 
     	And become a majestic vine.” ’ 
9 	“Say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: 
     	“Will it thrive? 
     	Will he not pull up its roots, 
     	Cut off its fruit, 
     	And leave it to wither? 
     	All of its spring leaves will wither, 
     
 
	



	Will he prosper? 
	Will he who does such things escape? 
	Can he break a covenant and still be delivered?

	
	16 	‘As I live,’ says the Lord GOD, ‘surely in the place where the king dwells who made him king, whose oath he despised and whose covenant he broke—with him in the midst of Babylon he shall die. 

	     	And no great power or many people 
     	Will be needed to pluck it up by its roots.
	17 	Nor will Pharaoh with his mighty army and great company do anything in the war, when they heap up a siege mound and build a wall to cut off many persons. 
18 	Since he despised the oath by breaking the covenant, and in fact gave his hand and still did all these things, he shall not escape.’ ” 


	10   	Behold, it is planted, 
     


     	Will it thrive? 

	19 	Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: “As I live, surely My oath which he despised, and My covenant which he broke, 

	I will recompense on his own head.

	     	Will it not utterly wither when the east wind touches it? 
     	It will wither in the garden terrace where it grew.” ’ ”
	20 	I will spread My net over him, and he shall be taken in My snare. I will bring him to Babylon and try him there for the treason which he committed against Me. 
21 	All his fugitives with all his troops shall fall by the sword, and those who remain shall be scattered to every wind; and you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken.”



the 2 eagles
eagle 1
Eagle 1:	refer to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. Eagle is very often the viewed in parables as the agent of God, and Babylon was the agent of God in his act of judging Israel for their sins.
Cedar:	very often in the Old Testament refer to David’s family.
Highest branch… top most young twig: The best, choicest people. These refer to the exile of King Jehoaichin and the group of skilled and top administrators to Babylon.
Land of trade … city of merchants:
Planted … grew … low stature:
2 King 24:11-16
First attack 605 B.C. when Daniel and his companions as well as the temple utensils.
Second attack 597 B.C, took Jehoaichin and the nobles exile to Babylon
Final attack in 586 B.C. when Jerusalem was destroyed and Zedekiah was captured.

eagle 2
Eagle 2:	Refer to Egypt, note that this eagle is described as a lesser than the first eagle.
Vine … stretched its branch: Refer to Jerusalem when they did not want to submit to Babylon but hatched a plot to ally with Egypt to overthrow the rule of Babylon over Judah. 
2 King 24:6, 18, 20
Some historical background on Zedekiah’s revolt against Babylon:
1. In Jeremiah 27:1-28:1 we read of the narrative that Zedekiah hosted representatives from Edom, Moab, Ammon and Tyre – an act that was condemned by Jeremiah (who carried that message from Yahweh denouncing Zedekiah’s behavior and intent). It doesn’t speaks of the reason for Zedekiah’s act, except for the reference in 2 Kings 24:19 that Zedekiah was doing evil in the eyes of the Lord.
2. In Jeremiah 51:59, it was said that Zedekiah visited Babylon, presumably to explain his behavior and to vouch for his loyalty to Nebuchadnezzar. In excusing himself, we see here diplomatic double play and conceit.
3. According to historical texts, When the Pharaoh Psammetichus II was on the throne of Egypt; Judah has had many contacts with Egypt (hence the reference to Jerusalem’s acts prostitution to Egypt in the previous chapter [16]). The Jews had in fact helped Egypt with their warfare against the Ethiopians.  During the final siege of Jerusalem, the Israelites had hoped that Egypt would come to its aid, but found Egypt unwilling or unable to help and they stood on the sideline while their former ally capital was razed to the ground.



What are the issues?
They were meant to trust in God, they didn’t:
· Failure to depend upon Yahweh for defense against foreign powers



· Failure to submit to Yahweh, when they were under the yoke of the Babylonians (who were the instrument of God to chastise Israel for her sins)


They were meant to be faithful to their words, they were not:
· Zedekiah made an oath to King Nebuchadnezzar (2 Chronicles 36:11-20, especially 13)




In Contrast, God is faithful!
22 Thus says the Lord GOD: “I will take also one of the highest branches of the high cedar and set it out. I will crop off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and will plant it on a high and prominent mountain. 23 On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it; and it will bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be a majestic cedar. Under it will dwell birds of every sort; in the shadow of its branches they will dwell. 24 And all the trees of the field shall know that I, the LORD, have brought down the high tree and exalted the low tree, dried up the green tree and made the dry tree flourish; I, the LORD, have spoken and have done it.”
The ‘I’ in verse 22 contrasts with the eagles in the parable. The eagle now no longer refer to a human agent, rather it is a reference to God Himself.
God is going to do something and it is a vision of hope for the listeners.
The twig will flourish – because it is planted by the Lord.
The special shoot, the tender one of the twig: The twig or shoot here refers to a specific offspring that will revive the fortunes of the Davidic line. It is also a reference to the Messianic figure that will come.
The shoot will be planted on a high and prominent mountain: A reference to Mount Zion, in eschatological sense, the New Jerusalem. The bringing together of the Davidic line and Zion is an obvious reminder to the hearer that Yahweh has not forgotten his covenant in 2 Samuel 7:12-16 to David. The Lord is faithful, what he promised will be fulfilled despite the sins that man that readily disqualify himself from these promises.
Historically, the first hint of the fulfillment is in the return of the Exile to rebuild Jerusalem. Zerubbabel was the grandson of King Jehoaichin and he became the governor of the reconstructed Jerusalem. The full fulfillment however of this promise in Jesus Christ, and the kingdom would be the messianic kingdom which will have its center in the New Jerusalem (john 12:32, Revelations 22:16-17).   
God’s promise will be fulfilled, it is sure because He is absolutely sovereign.
High tree brought down: who is this high tree? It is Babylon!
Low tree exalted: Who is the low tree? It is the Messiah, the tender shoot planted by the Lord.
Green tree dried up: Who is this green tree? It is Egypt!
Dry tree flourish: What about the dried tree? It shall be the kingdom of God which shall flourish forever.
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